PageantDates

Home > Guides

What to Expect at Your First Pageant

You registered, you prepared, and now the big day is here. Here's what to expect so

there are no surprises.

Before You Leave Home

Pack a pageant bag with:

The contestant's outfit (on a hanger, in a garment bag)
* Shoes (bring a backup pair)

¢ Hair supplies and any accessories

¢ Safety pins, fashion tape, and a small sewing kit

* Snacks and water (pageant days can be long)

* Registration confirmation or receipt

¢ A change of comfortable clothes for after

Check-In

Arrive at the time the director specified (usually 30-60 minutes before the competition starts).
At check-in, you'll get a contestant number, a program or schedule, and any last-minute
instructions. This is also when you'll typically turn in photogenic photos if the pageant has a

photogenic category.

How the Competition Flows

Every pageant is different, but the typical flow is:
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3. Interview (if applicable): Either on-stage or in a separate room, contestants answer 2-3 questions

from judges.

4. Awards: Trophies, crowns, and titles are presented. Most pageants give awards to every

participant, not just winners.

What Judges Are Looking For

It varies by pageant, but generally:

¢ Confidence: A genuine smile and eye contact go further than a perfect walk.

* Age-appropriateness: Especially in natural pageants, judges want to see contestants who look

and act their age.

¢ Stage presence: Can you command attention? This comes with practice, and judges know it's your

first time.

* Interview skills: Judges aren't looking for perfect answers. They're looking for personality, poise,

and the ability to hold a conversation.

Tips from Experienced Pageant Parents

¢ Don't compare. Your first pageant is about the experience, not the placement.

¢ Talk to other parents. The pageant community is social and most families are happy to help

newcomers.

* Let your contestant lead. If they're nervous, that's normal. If they're having fun, you're doing it

right.

¢ Take photos. You'll want to remember this day.

Find a beginner-friendly pageant near you
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